
Dear Friends of the DUDL, 
  
In our last Student Spotlight we caught up with Reuben Aguirre, a DUDL alumni from 
West High School. Many of  our friends asked us how Reuben's partner from the 2010 
NAUDL National Tournament was doing. So, we reached out to Adolfo Valdez to see 
how he is doing at the University of Wisconsin- Madison. 

 

  DUDL helped Adolfo learn to advocate for himself. Plans 
to apply to medical school in the near 
future!                       

  
My involvement with debate first began my 
junior year at Denver West High School. While 
I was active in sports like track, soccer, and 
cross-country, I soon came to realize that 
there was something still lacking. These other 
activities exhausted me physically but never 
challenged me intellectually. Debate provided 
that missing piece, and I know my high school 
experience was complete because of it. 
  
I made unforgettable memories in debate, and I looked forward to those tournaments 
every month. Spending time with other kids who shared not only my intellectual 
curiosity, but also my background, provided a save haven where I could thrive. 
Weekend tournaments were intellectually exhilarating, but also socially stimulating. 
Debate forced me to become more diligent and self-determined. Thanks to debate I 
learned and developed character traits and skills that no book or class could ever 
teach me. I know that without the skills I learned in debate I would not have been as 
competitive for the Gates Millennium Scholarship. Even though the DUDL won't pay for 
my degrees, because of it I will be able to pursue almost any degree I desire, without 
the fear of having to incur massive student loan debt. 
  
Currently I am a junior at the University of Wisconsin-Madison double majoring in 
Biology and Spanish. I give thanks to DUDL for teaching me what it means to be a 
critical and analytical thinker. This skill set will give me an upper hand when applying 
to medical school in the soon-arriving future. 
  
I am very grateful for DUDL because it has empowered me personally. DUDL taught me 
to advocate for myself, both in and outside debate tournaments. I know it has done 
the same for many others, and I know it will continue to do the same for those who 
are fortunate enough to have DUDL impact their life the way it impacted mine. 
  
-Adolfo Valdez, Class of 2011  
  
  
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Dear Friends of the DUDL, 
  
We know that the process of debate promotes students' interest in the legal 
profession, while boosting their overall ambition. Debaters often receive mentoring 
and coaching from lawyers in the community, increasing their exposure to the 
possibilities of a legal career. 
  
One DUDL alumni, Reuben Aguirre, is proof that participation in urban debate is 
helping to diversify the pipeline to the legal profession. Reuben was a debater for 
West High School, and is preparing to graduate from the University of Denver, and is 
applying to top law schools around the country. Take a moment to read Reuben's story 
below. 
  
If you would like to see Reuben in action, please join us at the 2014 DU Debate 
Team/DUDL Public Debate Event on Wednesday, February 19th, 6pm, at DU 
Lindsay Auditorium, Room 151. Admission is free and this exciting event is open to the 
public. DUDL students from Contemporary Learning Academy, Denver Center for 
International Studies, Vista Academy, and York International will participate in this 
"British Parliamentary" style debate alongside college debaters. 

 

 
Reuben was the first person in his family to attend college, and now he is 
applying to law school...                   
  
Before debate I wasn't too sure what the future held in 
store for me. I thought I might end up working in the 
construction field like most men in my family. College 
wasn't an option. Now I am preparing to graduate from 
the University of Denver. 
   
   
Reuben & his partner, Adolfo, at the 2010 NAUDL 
Championship 
   
My junior year, a math teacher, tired of my antics in 
class, saw underneath the jokes and sarcastic remarks, a student whose only wish was to have 
his voice heard. She recommended that I attend a DUDL informational meeting. 
   
Debate opened so many doors for me. I learned just as much in debate as I did in the classroom, 
if not more. Debate gave me the skills to turn my grades around, apply to, and receive the 
Daniels Fund Scholarship. Four years later I'm on the verge of graduating debt free from the 
University of Denver. Inspired by the power of words, deliberation, and advocacy, learned in the 
DUDL, I made it my goal to become not only the first in my family to attend and graduate from 
college, but from a post graduate institution as well: law school. I was fortunate enough to score 
in the 97th percentile on the LSAT, and I'm currently in the process of applying to various top law 
schools across the country. 
   
The opportunity to participate in debate was crucial to the development of the skills that made 
that score possible: reading, argument analysis, and critical thinking. In a strange way, I had been 
preparing for that test since my junior year. Debate leveled the playing field for me. It truly was a 
life changing activity. 
  
-Reuben Aguirre, DUDL Class of 2010 



 

 Christina Hopes to Encourage Future 
Debaters                         

My name is Christina Damonand I am a proud DUDL Alumna. I 
first began to participate in the program my Junior year of high 
school at Martin Luther King Early College and I quickly fell in 
love with the challenge of debate. 
 
Prior to debate, I had not found an extracurricular activity in 
high school that i truly enjoyed and wanted to see through to 
the end. I played volleyball and ran track in high school but 
neither sport was nearly as fulfilling as debate. I thrived in 
DUDL and discovered that I could speed read, actively listen to 
others to pick out important points in their arguments and 
respectfully disagree. My Senior year of high school, I continued 
debate and began to see the fruits of my labor when my partner 
and I won our way to the National tournament in New York City. 
 
The experiences that DUDL granted me as well as many other Denver city youth has been 
very precious and will always be a streak of light in my memories of high school. Today I 
am a Senior at Metropolitan State University of Denver becoming an elementary school 
teacher and give much credit to the DUDL program for my success in college. I enjoy 
returning to DUDL events and being able to judge at tournaments and see high school 
students discover talents and weaknesses that they were unaware of before participating 
in DUDL. At the tournaments I get the privilege to watch students' self esteem spike and 
their confidence in their speeches shine through over the course of the debate season.  
 
I am extremely grateful for the Denver Urban Debate league and the effort that is put 
forth every year to keep the program alive for future high school students. I hope to judge 
at many more tournaments and produce many more DUDL alumni.  
  
-Christina Damon, DUDL Class of 2010 

 

 
 
Dear Friends of the DUDL, 
  
As we are about to finish our sixth year of urban debate programming in Denver, we 
are celebrating students from our first few years of programming as they prepare to 
graduate from college and plan for their future career success. 
  
Christina Damon is a "original DUDLer" who represented the DUDL at Nationals when 
she was a senior at MLK, Jr. Early College High School. Christina has gone on to 
college, while also working two part-time jobs, and continuing to volunteer her time 
to help judge DUDL competitions. Christina is now a senior at Metropolitan State 
University of Denver studying education, and planning to become a teacher when she 
graduates. In the Denver Urban Debate League we place great value on the community 
we create, and we try to inspire our students to stay connected to that community 
and pay it forward whenever they can. Christina is a shining example of giving back! 
 



	  
	  

Dear Friends of the DUDL, 
  
As we begin 2014, we at the DUDL are busy catching up with our seniors to make sure they are 
on track to graduate, and attend college. Many of our students have already been accepted to 
colleges such at MIT and CSU, and The University of Denver.  This is also an important time of 
year to make sure our students are applying for scholarships and financial aid to make sure 
they can attend their top choice schools. 
  
This year, Brandon Arnold, a senior at the Denver Center for International Studies (DCIS) who 
has debated since his freshman year at DCIS, is busy doing everything he can to ensure his 
future college and career success. He is a finalist for the Daniels Fund and Boettcher 
scholarships. Brandon has applied to Harvard, Cornell, Dartmouth, Stanford, Pugett 
Sound, USC, DU, Boston College and Georgetown. 
  
We can't wait to watch is future unfold! 

  

 

 

Brandon Becomes a Feminist                        

I was asked to give a brief description on what debate 
has done for me, a seemingly simple task, yet it has 
been one of the most difficult for me. The problem I 
was having was that: what hasn't debate done for me? 
  
While school provides me with the general learning 
that somebody somewhere has determined that I 
"need", debate provides me with the intellectual 
vitality to explore and discover the things that I am 
passionate about. Very rarely do we get to explore 
controversial topics, but debate is the perfect forum to 
experiment and discover what I believe in. 
  
The greatest idea that I have been able to discover is 
the feminist movement. The debate camp that I was 
given the opportunity to attend through DUDL showed 
me how some of our actions in debate rounds and in our daily lives can be very exclusive and 
force out our female counter parts. I was so intrigued at changing parts of me to be more 
inclusive and respectful, along with discovering a deep intellectual passion that has given me 
the base to write a 23 page research paper about social norms and how they affect women 
entering business, politics, and law. 
  
The debate community also gives me the space to let my voice be heard on items like feminism 
that are not often heard, and pursue the passions that each individual has. 
  
-Brandon Arnold, DUDL Class of 2014 
  



Dear Friends of the DUDL, 

Do you remember Viviana Andazola from York International's debate 
team? She was featured in Shawn Boyd's profile of the Denver Urban Debate League  in 
December 2012? During the interview Viviana told Shawn that she hoped to attend Harvard or 
Yale and be the first person in her family to attend college. "I know that I have seriously every 
force working against me," she told CBS4's Shaun Boyd. "But I don't care. I'm going to get there 
no matter what it takes." 
  

Guess What? Viviana, one of DUDL's class of 2014, was recently 
accepted to Yale. This is just the beginning for Viviana who plans to be 
elected Governor of Colorado in the future. Her participation in the Denver 
Urban Debate League has played a significant role in her success. 
  

Please join us in congratulating Viviana Andazola on this awesome 
accomplishment. You can read more about Viviana and her involvement with the league below. 
  

 

 

Viviana's Story                        

In middle school, I was a failing student. I wasn't really 
interested in obtaining good grades because I lacked 
the motivation to do anything for myself. When I 
entered high school, I knew I had a fresh start, one 
where I could do whatever I wanted. 
 
During the same time, my 8th grade teacher, Mr. 
Munoz, started talking about creating a debate team. 
Although I was far from an outstanding student, Mr. 
Munoz knew I had a passion for argumentation and 
being aware of the world around me. He quickly 
recruited me and began preparations for joining the debate league. 
 
I remember flooding myself in briefs that were all pertaining to space exploration. I learned 
about the ethics, the environmental implications, and the potential political outcomes of space 
exploration. My mind was a sponge that could link together issues from all over the spectrum. 
After my first debate, I noticed that I was becoming a better reader, speaker and thinker.  
 
School became a breeze. Paying attention became vital as topics discussed in the classroom 
appeared more and more in debate. There were several instances where history, literary 
works, and even biology knowledge came as an advantage during a round. I became a 4.0 
student, a complete turn-around from the student I was in middle school.  
 
Now in my senior year of high school, debate has been an integral feature on my resume. From 
listing my awards, to demonstrating the leadership I exercised because of debate, it has all 
helped me immensely in my college application process. I was admitted to the Yale Class of 
2018, and I intend to enroll for the fall of 2014. I can't imagine my high school career without 
debate, and a large part of my success can be attributed to my involvement with Denver Urban 
Debate League. 

	  
	  



	  

Dear Friends of the DUDL, 
  
If you have been following our "100 People Who Care" Campaign you know that we are asking 
all of our supporters to consider making a $25 donation before March 17th. With just a few days 
to go before this campaign ends, we want to share with you the story of one of DUDL's most 
recent graduates, Selene Figueroa, formally of the MLK, Jr. Early College debate team. Selene 
was the 2013 recipient of the DUDL's Maximo Corrada Award and is now a freshman at the 
University of Wyoming debate team where she is on a debate scholarship. 

 

 Debate saved me; I wasn't sure where I was heading before I 
rode back from the first day of my very first tournament.         

When I was in eighth grade, my U.S. history teacher 
nominated me to a field trip to, what I now know to 
be, the Denver Urban Debate League's 1st annual city 
championship. She had lead some in-class debates and 
thought that I would really enjoy the activity in high 
school. I got on that bus not knowing that it would be 
the most significant trip that I would make in my short 
13 years of life. 
  
Debate saved me; I wasn't sure where I was heading 
before I rode back from the first day of my very first 
tournament. I kept hearing people telling me that I had so much potential, but I could not find 
a venue that did all of it justice. I kept hearing about how "adorable" I was-- I was sick of being 
the cute, quirky little girl with a big voice that was always silenced. Debate was a space where 
I could explore my intellect on issues that went far beyond the topic. From transportation 
infrastructure disparities, to feminism, to biopolitical structures that most people do not 
realize we live under, debate taught me all of it. It was a catalyst for the research skills that 
have gotten me to senior-level college classes as a first year college freshman. 
  
DUDL made debate accessible. I did not need to belong to a wealthy school in order to be a 
successful debater (like the students competing in other leagues do). DUDL made it so I became 
a strong communicator that was able to maintain strength and focus, regardless of the 
audience pertaining to the situation. The volunteers made it so that I could become a great 
debater; I was taught to go beyond the social norms and take academic risks in order to make a 
change, even if it was only in one room. More importantly, DUDL taught me that success is 
measured in more than just trophies. Success is the change that a single individual can make on 
a community, as it is the change that a community can make on a single individual. DUDL is 
more than a debate league to me. It is a community, a family, a commitment to change in 
accessibility in academia. DUDL empowered me, like it did for so many other young women, to 
never have my voice silenced again. Thanks to DUDL, I can say (without interruptions): I am a 
debater, hear me roar. 
  
  
- Selene Figueroa Class of 2013 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



	  

Dear Friends of the DUDL, 
  
We often celebrate debate for teaching students strong public speaking skills, but debate also 
teaches participants valuable listening skills as well. This is one of the reasons Thailia Al 
Rodrigues values her high school experience with the Denver Urban Debate League. Thailia is 
now a junior at the University of Northern Colorado, double majoring in Communication Studies 
and Africana Studies. 

 

 DUDL helped Thailia cultivate the ability to listen and to speak 
with conviction!                     

 Last month was Black History Month, and Thailia 
Rodrigues' days were filled with a combination of 
Facilitating/planning Black History Month Events, group 
projects, papers, tests, and Applications. Currently 
Thailia is working at the UNC Marcus Garvey Cultural 
Center,  a resource for students to have free printing, 
computer lab access, a lounge area and a positive 
community environment. It's a great opportunity for 
Thailia as she is finding her job on campus the perfect 
compliment to her marketing class in the Monfort 
College of Business and her communication classes. 
Although she is very busy at UNC, she sees all of her 
opportunities as a blessing.   
  
 When reflecting back on high school Thailia still 
reminisces about her time DUDL. She says, "Debate not 
only prepared me to speak with conviction but it also 
prepared me to listen, understand, and organize as 
these are all techniques used in debate. The most 
significant part of DUDL to me was the fact that in 
debate you don't know what side you are representing 
until you enter the debate. With that being said knowing and understanding multiple sides of a 
concept is a skill DUDL helped me develop and is a skill needed for the college classroom and 
environment as a whole. Although my days are busy I'm thankful to be here and taking 
advantage of the opportunities here at UN.  I wish DUDL the best and can honestly say my 
experience with DUDL still influences me today and will always have a place in my heart." 
  
  
-Thailia Al Rodrigues  Class of 2011  

	  


