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DUDL Students attending Michelle Obama’s Becoming Book Tour in December 2018

•

For the last ten years nearly 100% of DUDL seniors have graduated on time. This is a
radical improvement over our school and district averages. These students have received
prestigious scholarships and attended such Universities as Yale, DU, Metro State, MIT,
School of Mines, University of the District of Columbia David A. Clarke School of Law,
the American University of Paris, Northwestern Law School and NYU Law School. With
the help of debate scholarships, some have even debated in college for these schools.

•

As reported by the National Association for Urban Debate Leagues (NAUDL) in 2017,
over half of DUDL seniors enroll in college. NAUDL’s Debate Track system shows that
in 2017 67.62% of DUDL’s Seniors enrolled in college. Of those DUDL students who
enrolled in college, 29.39% enrolled at selective colleges and 18.5% enrolled at highly
selective, elite, and Ivy plus institutions. Out of all the urban debate leagues in the
country Denver has the highest college enrollment rate and we are outperforming our
school district rates by 24 percentage points.

•

According to Dr. Briana Mezuk’s research of the Chicago urban debate program, African
American male students, as urban debaters, are 70% more likely to graduate from high
school, 50% more likely to reach the ACT college-readiness benchmark for English and
70% more likely to reach that benchmark for Reading. We also know that every student
that participates in debate’s literacy scores increase by 25%.

•

Dr. Mezuk’s continued research analyzed data from a cohort of 6,411 high school
graduates from the Chicago Public School system, 26% of whom participated in the
Chicago Debate League, from 1997 to 2007. She used logistic regression to estimate the
relationship between debate participation and college matriculation, type of college
attended, and college graduation, with “college-readiness,” as indicated by performance
on the ACT, examined as a mediating variable. Debaters were more likely to matriculate
to college, particularly to four-year versus two-year institutions, than comparison students
and these relationships were largely explained by debaters’ better performance on the
ACT.

•

Based on 2018 student assessments, DUDL participants experience gains in practical
skills, relationships, and aspirations for higher education. They are also experiencing a
greater sense of self confidence and worth in their abilities to apply the skills they have
learned while participating the Denver Urban Debate League. Participating in Urban
Debate helps students plan for the future and explore paths they might not have
otherwise. In 2017, 87% of DUDL participants surveyed expressed a desire to attend a
four-year college, and 72% to attend graduate school.

•

DUDL students are committed to their studies. The average GPA for an urban debater in
Denver this year was 3.65 on a 4-point scale, in comparison to the national average GPA
for low-income students at urban schools of 2.82*. Speech and debate fosters a love of
learning in students that translates into other aspects of their lives.
*www.act.org/research-policyt org, 2014
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1. Brian Hayenga, Hinkley High School, Aurora Public Schools

2. Rachel Bruce, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr Early College, Denver Public
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3. Leigh Kiser, Mapleton Public Schools

June 3, 2019

Mapleton Public Schools
7350 N. Broadway, Denver, CO 80221

RE: Letter of Support for the Denver Urban Debate League

To Whom It May Concern:
I am writing to express my support for the Denver Urban Debate League (DUDL) on behalf of Mapleton
Public Schools. As the speech and debate coach of Mapleton, I have witnessed first-hand the impact this
program has had on our students. DUDL’s programs build valuable academic and life skills that enable
students to become engaged learners, critical thinkers, and active citizens who are advocates for
themselves and their communities. Mapleton Public Schools has worked with the Denver Urban Debate
for eight years and we look forward to continuing our successful partnership in the future.
The benefits of competitive speech and debate are numerous, including increased test scores, improved
public speaking and critical thinking skills, better attendance rates, fewer disciplinary actions, higher
graduation and college enrollment rates, and boosted social and emotional intelligence. I have watched
students blossom from the benefits speech and debate has to offer. The competitive structure motivates
students who might not be excelling in a traditional classroom setting and gives these students the tools to
engage in meaningful civil discourse. The activity allows students to explore their own academic
interests, while offering the ability to learn at their own pace. Students have the opportunity to hone their
skills by practicing and competing in a variety of events, including Policy Debate, Student Congress, Big
Questions Debate, Original Oratory, Impromptu, Drama, and Slam Poetry.
Our partnership with the Denver Urban Debate League allows us to offer these life-changing programs to
an unlimited number of students at our school at no cost to their families. Here at Mapleton Public
Schools, we average more than 20 students that participate in the Denver Urban Debate League. The
DUDL lends full-time support to our coaching staff. The DUDL provides meals to our students and
arranges safe transportation to events. Without this support it would be very hard to offer this enriching
activity to our students. Additionally, the DUDL fosters a unique student-centered community where
education is prioritized over competition and students from different schools and districts come together
to support each other. Of the many non-profit organizations I have worked with as an urban educator, the
Denver Urban Debate League tops the list as an outstanding organization.
Sincerely,
Leigh Kiser

