
BECOME A  LEADER OF EDUCATIONAL     

REFORM AND INCLUSION IN OUR          

COMMUNITY BY BECOMING A MEMBER OF 

THE GREAT DEBATE SOCIETY  

$8,000 and Higher —  Malcolm X vs. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Two iconic civil rights leaders with very different approaches to achieving racial justice. Malcolm X and Dr. 

King never debated each other in a formal way, but did debate each other regularly through the media.  

This level of sponsorship earns full naming rights to a tournament or event of your choice.  

$5,000 to $7,500 — Abraham Lincoln vs. Stephen Douglas   

The state senate debates between Stephen Douglas and Abraham Lincoln are some of the 

most famous in U.S. History. Occurring during the run-up to the Civil War, they were a true 

debate of ideas, full of arguments and clash. This style of debate is still practiced today.  This 

level of sponsorship earns co-naming rights to a workshop or event of your choice. 

$2,500 to $4,500 — John F. Kennedy vs. Richard Nixon  

The 1960 debate between John F. Kennedy and Richard Nixon was the first televised presi-

dential debate in American history. Many believe the debates were the reason Kennedy won 

the election, and they had a lasting impact on the influence of media, specifically television, 

on the election process. This level of sponsorship earns co-sponsorship naming rights of the  

2016 City Championship. 

$1,000-  $2,250 — Wiley College Vs. University of Michigan School of Law  

In 1930, the Wiley College debate team, featured in Denzel Washington’s The Great Debat-

ers. Debated the University of Michigan School of Law in the first interracial college debate in 

the United States. The Wiley team included Henrietta Bell Wells, the lone female debater 

and role model for many to come after her. This level of sponsorship earns co-sponsorship of 

the DUDL Saturday Series Workshops.  

 

In 2008 the DUDL began offering high school policy debate in five DPS schools. In 2016-17 we have grown to 

offer both competitive speech and debate to students from sixteen schools across three districts. Will you help 

us continue to provide opportunities to traditionally underserved students at no cost to their families by becom-

ing a sponsor of the Denver Urban Debate League?  Sponsors will be acknowledged in all DUDL marketing 

materials, receive recognition in our annual thank-you advertisement in a prominent local publication. 

To become a sponsor, or for more information, contact Jessica Clark, 

Executive Director, at 720.878.2776, or JessicaClark@UrbanDebate.org. 

WWW.DENVERDEBATE.ORG 



Debate improves graduation rates 

Nationally, 90% of urban debaters graduate on time. In Denver, 100% of our ur-

ban debate seniors have graduated  from high school for the last four years.  That 

is an incredible outcome in a school district where less than 60% of students 

graduate from high school on-time.   

Selene Figueroa, DUDL Class of 2013 
Selene is a junior at the University of Denver  where she is enrolled in the “3-3 

Pipeline Program will allow her to finish both her undergraduate and law degrees 

in six years. Selene is the first generation in her family to attend college.  

Ruby Nunez, DUDL Class of 2011 

Ruby studied at Regis University where she was a member of the debate team. 
She was the recipient of an academic scholarship from Regis. She completed her 
BS in Environmental Science. She is currently working part-time with the Denver 
Urban Debate League and plans to go to graduate school at the University of Col-
orado at Denver . 

Adolfo Valdez,  DUDL Class of 2011 
Was awarded the prestigious Gates Millennial Scholarship which will cover all of 

his expenses for both his undergraduate and graduate studies. He attends the 

University of Wisconsin-Madison and plans to go to medical school after gradua-

tion.  

Reuben Aguirre, DUDL Class of 2010 
Graduated from the University of Denver where he was a Daniels Fund Scholar . 

He was the first person in his family to graduate from college, scored in the 97th 

percentile on the LSAT, and is currently a  third year law student at Northwestern 

University Law School.  

Debate Prepares 

Students for     

College  Success 

85% of urban debaters attend 

college.  Debaters are 89% 

more likely than non-debaters 

to attend a four-year college or 

university and 80% more likely 

to graduate. 

“Competitive debate is one of 

the great equalizers of educa-

tional opportunity....To be very 

clear, the experience of com-

peting on an urban debate 

team boosts your college readi-

ness and your chance to suc-

ceed in life.”  – U.S. Secretary 

of Education Arne Duncan 

Prof. Corrada and Selene Figueroa  

Novice Debater Semi-Finalists at  their first DUDL competition in October 

DUDL graduates have 

gone on to sturdy at 

NYU, CSU, UNT, Colo-

rado School of Mines, 

The American Universi-

ty in Paris, University of 

Denver, MIT, and Yale! 



Your dollars make a 
difference... 

“As a debate coach in a 

Title I school, there is no 

way I could run my pro-

gram without DUDL. I 

believe passionately in 

the benefits of debate, 

but my students face sig-

nificant educational and 

socio-economic obstacles, 

and DUDL helps me help 

my students overcome 

them. For me, it’s an is-

sue of equity: my stu-

dents deserve equal ac-

cess to high-level debate 

competition. I don’t have 

to worry about registra-

tion fees. I don’t have to 

worry about transporta-

tion. I don’t have to wor-

ry about supplies. I don’t 

have to worry about 

judges not understanding 

my kids’ point of view. I 

don’t have to worry about 

asking my students to 

raise funds in a communi-

ty that has no funds. In-

stead, I can focus on de-

bate, just debate, 24/7. 

DUDL is the engine that 

makes my debate pro-

gram run. I started with 

six students in an after-

school program, and now 

our team boasts 34 de-

baters and two academic 

classes. There is no way 

my school could afford a 

team of this size without 

the Denver Urban Debate 

League.“ -- Rachel Bruce, 

MLK , Jr. Early College 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Early College High School  

 my school could afford a 

team of this size without 

the Denver Urban Debate 

League. “ 

--Rachel Bruce, debate 

coach Martin Luther King, 

Viviana Andazola, DUDL Class of 2014 

Viviana is beginning her third year 
at Yale this Fall 
In middle school, I was a failing student. I wasn't really inter-
ested in obtaining good grades because I lacked the motiva-
tion to do anything for myself.. My eight grade teacher, Mr. 
Munoz, started talking about creating a debate team. Alt-
hough I was far from an outstanding student, Mr. Munoz 
knew I had a passion for argumentation and being aware of 
the world around me. He quickly recruited me and began 
preparations for joining the debate league. After my first de-
bate, I noticed that I had become a better reader, speaker 
and thinker.  
 
School became a breeze. Paying attention became vital as 
topics discussed in the everyday classroom appeared more 
and more in debate. I became a 4.0 student, a complete turn-
around from the student I was in middle school.  
 
I was admitted to the Yale Class of 2018. I can't imagine my 
high school career without debate, and a large part of my 
success can be attributed to my involvement with the Denver 
Urban Debate League. 

—Viviana Andazola, York International Debate Team  

 



DUDL 2016-17  

 

Benezra Culver Opener 

October 22, 2016  

Manual High School  

 

Baker Hostetler Classic  

November 12, 2016 

Aurora Central High 
School 

 

Tournament #3 

December 16-17 2016 

DU Sturm College of Law 

 

Winter Warm-Up Workshop 

January 14, 2017 

 

Tournament # 4 

January 28, 2017 

Rangeview High School 

 

CenturyLink Classic 

February 25, 2017 

York International  

 

2017 City Championship 

Sponsored by the Universi-
ty of Denver Sturm College 
of Law and Littler Mendel-
son (Additional sponsor-
ships still available.) 

March 24-25, 2017 

 

 

“The summer before I began debating, I was diagnosed with 

tracheal stenosis. This means I have a scar in my trachea that 

narrows it, and disrupts airflow, making it hard to breathe. This 

condition put a lot of limits in place for me that I didn't like - I 

couldn't dance because I was scared I wouldn't be able to 

breathe, I couldn't hike, and walking down the halls at school 

became a challenge. Debating with this condition gave me a 

sense of determination that I don't think I otherwise would have 

developed. It showed me that I can push through almost any 

obstacle, and get something out of it. I am just one story. De-

bate is one thing for me, but it can be so many other things for 

other people."  

 -Marina Urquhart, DUDL Class of 2013 

 

 

 

The Denver Urban Debate League * 2255 East Evans 

Ave* Denver, CO 80208 

DenverDebate.org, and find us on Facebook 

303.871.6575/ 720.878.2776                                                

JessicaClark@UrbanDebate.org 

Resolved: The United States federal government should 

substantially increase its economic and/or diplomatic 

engagement with the People’s Republic of China   

Marina Urquhart, DUDL Class of 2013 and Brandon Arnold, DUDL Class of 2014 


